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Solution

Problem

Thinking



"We cannot solve problems with the 
same thinking we used when we 

created them."

Albert Einstein



There is no way to understand 

anything except through 

thinking.

Thinking is the way that the mind makes sense 

of the world.



The RED Model is an effective and powerful critical 

thinking tool that provides a systematic, step-by-step 

process for examining issues, events, people, and 

problems.



Higher level thinking must be cultivated, requires some effort, 

and takes practice… 

"What we hope ever to do with ease, we must learn first to do with 

diligence." - Samuel Johnson 

and an open mind… "It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to 

entertain a thought without accepting it." – Aristotle 

but it is so worth it! 

“Any fool can know – the point is to understand.” - Albert Einstein
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Why is critical 

thinking 

important?

● To learn is to think

● To think poorly is to learn 
poorly

● To thinl well is to learn well

● All content, to be learned, 

must be intellectually constructed

● Memorizing IS NOT learning



Teaching strategies that promote 

critical thinking

Case studiesOpen-ended 

assignments

Discussions

Reflections

High level thinking 

questions
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Attributes of critical thinkers

Asks right questions

Open minded

Rational



What hinders critical thinking?

Inherited opinion

Intellectual 

laziness

Practice of rational 

thinking

Personal

biases



A picture is 

worth a 

thousand 

words



Steps to effective thinking

Define the context

Enumerate choices

What are the most 
plausible choices?

Identify the problem

What is the real 
question we are facing 

here?

What are the facts and 
circumstances for this 

problem?



Steps to effective thinking

List reasons explicitly

Self-correct

Let’s look at it again. 
What did we miss?

Why are we making this 
particular choice?

Analyze options

What is our best course of 
action, all things 

considered?
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TRICIDER

Depending on the questions 
asked, this type of tool can spark 
healthy debates and discussions 

that students will find fun.



TRICIDER

How can I teach with 

this tool?

Is it good for 

learning?

What is it?
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